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The site of Tel Burna is located in the 
Shephelah region, which served as a border 
between the kingdoms of Judah and Philistia 
in the Iron Age. A fertile area that supported 
agricultural production, the region became 
known as the breadbasket of the south. The 
site is believed by some scholars to be for 
the location of Biblical Libnah, a Canaanite 
town that was conquered by Joshua, who 
allotted it to the tribe of Judah. The tell’s 
prominence is notable in its flat-topped 
shape, extensive size, and fortifications, 
which are still visible today. Survey finds 
indicate the city was important throughout 
the Bronze and Iron Ages. Excavations have 
revealed settlements from the thirteenth, 
ninth, eighth and seventh centuries BCE, as 
well as some Persian period remains. 
 
This summer, we plan to continue the 
excavations on the upper mound, where the 
Iron Age II fortified city stood. We will 
expand the excavations around the 
fortifications as well as within the enclosure, 
where a series of silos and portions of 
houses dating to various stages of the Iron 
Age were uncovered. As one of our main 
goals in digging the site is to understand 
ancient borders, particular attention will be 

paid to comparing the finds from Tel Burna with Philistine and Judean material culture, and see how they were 
affected by their proximity to the Philistines. Another excavated area is located on the western slope, where we 
began to expose a public Late Bronze Age building with unique finds (including two ceramic masks, Cypriot 
imported pottery and cultic vessles). 
 

 

Director Itzhaq Shai  
(Bar-Ilan University) 

Periods of 
Settlement  Bronze and Iron Ages 

Dates of 
Excavation 2 – 21 June 2013 

Apply by 1 May 2013 

Experience No experience required 

Minimum stay 1 week 

Minimum age 18 

Cost $450 per week plus a non-refundable $50 
application fee. The payment includes room and 
board from Sunday morning to Friday morning, 
travel to and from the site, field trips (1-2 per 
week), lectures, and all dig-related activities. 

Board & lodging The project volunteers and staff stay at the 
nearby Kibbutz Netiv Halamed Hey, where all 
off-site activities are conducted (pottery washing 
and reading, floatation, etc.).  The kibbutz has 
comfortable country housing in a lovely pastoral 
setting, 15 minutes from the site. 

Medical/insurance Required 

Visa  According to Country Policy 

Contact  Itzhaq Shai, Institute of Archaeology, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan 5290002, Israel. 

Tel   972-544-700-596  Email  shai.itzick@gmail.com   

Fax   Web    www.telburna.wordpress.com  


